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On 8 August 2016, Zhenghua Secondary School celebrated Singapore’s 51st
birthday with an array of exciting events. The day began with the parade
commander seeking permission from our principal, Mr Eugene Lin, to begin
the parade proceedings. Once the green light was given, contingents which
consisted of students from the various Uniformed Groups (UGs), marched
into the parade square proudly and in an orderly fashion, to the thumping
cues provided by the Zhenghua Symphonic Band. The UGs displayed a
brilliant march, the result of much teamwork, dedication and diligence of
the students and teachers involved in the parade.

Once the contingents took their designated positions, the student leaders
from the various UGs marched in with both the Singapore and school flag.
It was obvious how prepared and familiar each of them were with the
routine of unfurling the Singapore flag with much due respect and care.
That was not the only spectacular sight we experienced for it was also unlike
any other morning when we would hear the tune of ‘Majulah Singapura’
being played over the public address system. What was unique on that day
was the Symphonic Band played the National Anthem ‘live’ and the entire
school sang to it with great gusto! The students’ voices reverberated
through the courtyard as they sang and watched the student leaders

hoisting the flags up the flagpole. Q
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After the spectacular march, the other CCA groups busied themselves in setting up games booths to help support
the Community Chest’s Youth Day Appeal 2016. The Library Club set up several games stations such as the Chinese
Chess, Five Stones and ‘Pick-up sticks.” The various stations raised the students’ awareness of traditional games.
We also recall Netball setting up a Henna booth which allowed students to have distinct Henna designs drawn on
their hands at a minimal cost. Girl Guides too had a photo booth which was a favourite with both the teachers and
students who were out to make memories with fun shots. A token amount was charged for every photograph that
was taken at the booth. The carnival was a great opportunity for us to bond, play and at the same time, help raise
funds for the charity!

The fanfare did not stop there. Students, staff and teachers
were next entertained to a memorable concert in the school
hall. Our principal graced the occasion with an opening speech
after which the Handbells Ensemble performed a few tunes.
The soothing rhythm of the bells was quickly replaced by the
lively and empowering voices of the choir members who sang
and swayed to various National Day songs such as
‘Tomorrow’s Here Today’ by 53A and ‘Our Singapore’ by JJ Lin.
To further help raise the National Day spirit, two of our fellow
teachers, Mr Shamsul and Miss Ho, hosted the game segment
featuring questions on National Education. During the quiz,
loud cheers and laughter could be heard from everyone who
were thrilled at how confused some of our peers were in
answering tricky questions despite much prompting by their
teachers! We laughed so hard that some of us were tearing!
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Following the quiz, the dancers from the Dance Club took little time to warm the audience up with their energetic
moves to National Day songs like ‘Reach up for the skies’ and ‘Dessert’. The finale was no less ravishing as the
emcees invited the school leaders, staff, teachers and students to groove to the Zhenghua Mass Dance. Undeterred
by the tiredness that was slowly sinking in as we reached the end of the concert, the audience gave a final rousing
rendition to National Day songs such as ‘Stand Up for Singapore’ and ‘Count On Me, Singapore! Practically everyone
was on their feet, singing at the top of their lungs!

The finale provided a perfect close to the school’s National Day celebrations. As we left the school hall, we took
away plenty of memories, with our hearts, minds and spirits united in celebrating 51 years of our country’s success!

MAJULAH SINGAPURA!
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Pesta Budaya 2016: Ceritera Kita, Warisan Kita...

Sarah Khairunnisa (3E2)

Pada 16 April yang lalu, sekolah kami telah menjemput
rakan-rakan dari sekolah-sekolah yang berada dalam
kelompok sekolah-sekolah Barat 6 buat pertama kalinya
untuk sama-sama meraikan Pesta Budaya.

Buat tahun yang ketiga berturut-turut, Pesta Budaya telah
dikelolakan oleh para pelajar Misbah Minda dan dibantu oleh
guru-guru Bahasa Melayu. Pesta Budaya merupakan acara
dua jam setengah yang menjadi wadah untuk melestarikan
bahasa, budaya dan sastera kita di samping
mengetengahkan bakat-bakat para pelajar kami sendiri.

Paluan gendang mengisi ruang bilik CLC pada Sabtu itu. Kami
disajikan dengan 3 buah pementasan rakan-rakan 2E, 2N & 2T,
diikuti segmen kuiz, tarian dan persembahan nyanyian Hazirah,
pelajar menengah 4N.

Pementasan tersebut merupakan produk akhir mereka setelah
melalui program khas ‘Penulisan Skrip dan Drama’ selama lebih
kurang 3 bulan dengan menggunakan cerita-cerita rakyat
daripada buku Tekad, sebuah buku teks yang digunakan oleh
para pelajar yang mengikuti mata pelajaran sastera di sekolah-
sekolah yang menawarkannya.

Rakan-rakan 2T telah berjaya menawan hati para pengadil pada
hari itu dengan merebut gelaran Persembahan Keseluruhan
Terbaik melalui lakonan cerita ‘Lebai Malang’, dan telah terpilih
untuk mementaskan persembahan mereka sewaktu Bulan
Bahasa nanti.

Para pelajar dari sekolah-sekolah yang lain juga telah dapat mengambil bahagian
dalam segmen tarian yang dikendalikan oleh Cikgu Andi dan dibantu oleh para pelajar
dari Kelab Tarian.

Geli hati kami melihat telatah rakan-rakan dan juga guru-guru kami cuba menarikan
tarian zapin, namun pada masa yang sama, kami turut berasa puas kerana segmen
sebegitu telah membuka mata dan minda kami kepada kesedaran peri pentingnya
peranan kami anak-anak muda untuk memastikan seni dan budaya kami tidak hilang.

Secara keseluruhannya, Pesta Budaya tahun ini telah membawa banyak manfaat
terhadap pembelajaran Bahasa Melayu dan proses pembelajaran ini telah dilakukan
dalam cara yang menarik perhatian para pelajar seperti kami!




Sejenak Mengenang Program Intensif Bahasa

Program Intensif Bahasa Melayu telah dijalankan
pada minggu ketiga dan terakhir bulan Mei lalu
sebagai sebahagian daripada usaha persiapan
para pelajar kita menduduki peperiksaan GCE
peringkat ‘O’ bagi mata pelajaran bahasa
Melayu.

Para pelajar telah menjalani latihan berupa
percubaan kertas-kertas latihan peperiksaan dan
proses penyemakan serta ulangkaji bahagian-
bahagian yang mereka lemah dalam. Ikuti
perkongsian salah seorang pelajar kami, Hani
Afigah daripada kelas 4E3, yang telah meraih
gred Al bagi bahasa Melayu tentang program ini:

“Latihan-latihan intensif yang dijalankan sangat
membantu saya untuk meluangkan lebih banyak
masa untuk fokus dalam subjek bahasa Melayu
saya. Kertas-kertas latihan yang diberi oleh guru
cukup untuk mempersiapkan diri saya dan
membuat saya berasa lebih yakin dan tenang.

Nasihat saya buat teman-teman yang lain adalah
lakukan setiap kertas latihan dengan serius kerana
kertas-kertas itu dapat menyedarkan kita tentang
kelemahan dan kekuatan kita. Oleh itu, dapatlah
kita memperbaiki prestasi kita secara bertahap!

Konsert Hari Raya Bersempena Pringatan
Hari Keharmonian Kaum

Nur Liyana Afigah (3E1)

Sempena sambutan Hari Raya dan peringatan Hari Keharmonian
! Kaum di Singapura, sebuah konsert telah diadakan di dewan sekolah
pada 22 Julai lalu. Seperti tahun lepas, Kumpulan Misbah Minda telah
"~ membuat perancangan bagi konsert ini dengan kerjasama beberapa
pelajar kumpulan tarian Zhenghua dan Wirabudaya, sebuah
. pengendali kegiatan-kegiatan bahasa dan kebudayaan di sekolah-
. sekolah.

Acara-acara yang telah kami adakan termasuk seni deklamasi puisi,
tarian Melayu, persembahan silat dan juga peragaan fesyen pakaian
tradisional.

Ketika semua pelajar dan guru berhimpun bagi menonton konsert ini, dewan sekolah itu dihiasi dengan
kepelbagaian warna yang terakam melalui pemakaian pakaian tradisional yang pelbagai. Ini memberikan kesemptan
bagi kami memberikan anugerah ‘Best Dressed Class’ dan juga ‘Best Dressed Staff’ kepada mereka yang layak.

Penonton-penonton kelihatan amat terhibur oleh persembahan yang berlainan. Senyuman yang lebar terukir di
bibir mereka apabila video parodi lagu Hari Raya dimainkan, dibintangi guru-guru sekolah kami yang ‘sporting’.
Kebanyakan daripada penonton konsert bersetuju bahawa itulah salah satu persembahan yang paling menarik bagi

konsertitu! | _ p— . ;




Student Leaders’ Investiture
William Ting (3E3)

The Student Leaders’ Investiture was held on 22" July 2016 at the school hall. The investiture was a
momentous event to recognise the leadership and selfless service provided by the 2015 student
councillors. It was also a solemn ceremony to initiate the new student councillors to take on
leadership and executive positions as the old guard relinquished their titles. After weeks of rallying for
support, the ceremony saw the official appointment of a new student council president, Anissa Lim
Jing, of class 3E4. She took to the podium and addressed the new leaders of the need to provide
selfless guidance to the student population. After Anissa’s speech, the previous council president,
Mathani Teo Li Ting, handed over the school flag, officially symbolising the handing over of leadership
duties to the new council appointees.




The Polytechnic Experience!

Advanced Elective Module (AEM)
Ng Yi Chun (3E2)

While some students may be in two minds or may drag their
feet to attend courses during the June school holidays, | did
not fall into that category. In fact, | volunteered to sign up
for the ‘Advanced Elective Module (AEM)’ that is offered to
secondary three students.

I signed up for a week-long course on Chemical Engineering at Singapore Polytechnic. The course started at
9 am and ended at 5 pm. Amongst the insights | gained were those shared by the lecturers who told us that
many people entered the course thinking that it focuses on the domain of chemistry and did not think much
of the engineering part, which is the mathematics part. For example, on the first day, we were taught how
to convert between the metric system and the American customary system. | was also given a preview of
the machines, materials and the concepts associated with the industry. It was a worthwhile experience for
| was given the opportunity to find out from the lecturers, the industries | could enter given the experience
I may gain while working in the chemical engineering industry.

The course too provided a few friends of mine and me the opportunity to experiment with the machines
that make the agar jelly firm and machines that manufacture different versions of hand cream. We got to
test how spreadable the creams were.

The activities lined up by the lecturers are
definitely something to look forward to. | would
strongly encourage anyone interested in getting a
foretaste of a tertiary education, to sign up for
such courses as they give you the opportunity to
find out more about the course requirements and
the environment you will be learning in. The
courses offered provide us with insights on future
job opportunities. It serves as a stepping stone for
anyone wishing to continue in the course should
he or she succeed in qualifying for a spot after the
national examinations results are released. The
AEM module was truly very enriching and
informative.




Urban Challenge

Goh Yang Jun (3E2) & Joelle Seet (3E1)

On 15 July 2016, the school witnessed the very first
Urban Challenge in our very own school! We
transformed the school field into a mini obstacle
course.

Students and staff who took part in the competitive run
and obstacle course had to follow a route that included
running from the newly-built Indoor Sports Hall (ISH) to
the canteen and the parade square before heading to
the school field to face a series of challenging obstacle
courses. The remaining non-competitive student
participants were only required to complete the
obstacle course in the field. The course consisted of 5
stations that tested the patience, resilience and
persistence level of the participants. Students were
cheering on their friends and teachers as they
approached each obstacle. The students were also in
for a treat with the Milo Van dispensing the tasty drink
for free! Some students even brought along their water
bottles to help themselves to several rounds of the
beverage.

Towards the later part of the event, our spirits were
almost dampened with the onset of a heavy
downpour. We were moved to the hall where new sets
of obstacles were set up to ensure the event could
continue despite the bad weather. The students still
had lots of fun despite the change in venue.

All in all, the event was a success and it is definitely an
event the students will not forget in time to come. We
are looking forward to the next Urban Challenge!




Sec 3 Inter-class Debates
Laura Goh (3E4) & Ananya (3E1)

The English Language Programme for secondary three students included a Debate Workshop, intra-class debates
and inter-class debates. Here are some reflections from finalists in the inter-class competition.

The inter-class debates were a very memorable
experience. Through both rounds, | got to learn more
about the topic we debated about, and different styles
of debating. Although each speaker was only allowed
to speak for 3 to 4 minutes, all the debaters had spent
lots of time researching before the actual debate.

It was scary to debate in front of a large crowd, but with
the encouragement of my classmates and teachers, |
managed to debate confidently. Overall, the debates
competition was a very tiring but satisfying one.

The inter-class debate competition which took place
this year was not only enjoyable, it also gave us a
chance to educate ourselves and improve our
knowledge on issues that do not directly affect us. It
gave all four teams from the classes something to look
forward to and for the debaters to show our peers our
passion in debating.

We worked hard for the three weeks of competition to
build, support and defend our cases. For my team, a
group who had not worked together before, it gave us
a chance to forge new friendships. The inter-class
competition gave us a platform to foster our skills in a
conducive environment and learn from our friends.
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